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A new Indian
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ING STYLE

Mumbai-based Planet 3 Studios is a
young design firm, which brings
creativity, knowledge and attitude
to the projects they undertake and
this in turn makes the designs look
smart and modern with a
contemporary accent.
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FLOOR PLANS

The coloured blocks are the classrooms, which are cantilevered by 25", They give out a different
| perspective of new age institutional architecture.






IR0 TN Ins0ipu) — owinys yuoSiuy &






70

AT VIV - NV

- -
- -

L]
i

A
/B

CONCRETE WARP DETAIL

connectivity of open interiors encouraging egalitarian and communal learning
space. Each programming requirement such as administration, library,
engineering faculties, canteen etc were arranged as individual blocks situated
on either side of the inner street and each such block was envisaged to function
as a self-contained facility, connected at various levels with adjacent
structures. Certain blocks like the principal’s cabin and administrative block
were done as overhanging structures that defied gravity. The structural design
had to account for warped R.C.C walls that were raised up to 20" in height,
classrooms cantilevered by 25', principal’s cabin supported by a truss and a seminar hall
to seat 100 hung from roof trusses by the help of steel cables. On the inner street, signage
was used to guide people to their destinations. Most individual spaces have asymmetrical
layout plans, with a majority of walls tilted, curved or bent in three dimensions. An
oversized sunroof brings in the sky and shields the insides from inclement weather.
Thermal reduction coating on multi-wall polycarbonate panels ensures abundant natural
light minus the corresponding heat load. Uses of materials in raw form intensified the
sense of space and the rich palate of colours and textures engaged, excited and sparked
up the senses. With the climate protection that the sunroof provided, the architects were
free to apply interior finishes like veneer, laminates, aluminium plates, exposed
brickwaork, stone tile cladding, mirror, corrugated sheets, polycarbonate, glass, sleeper
wood etc on the external surfaces of the individual blocks. The building's public face is a
deceptively quiet, porous polycarbonate skin evoking the metaphor of its industrial
neighbourhood. This understated gift-wrapping subtly conceals the avant garde, playful

forms inside. The skin is engineered to ease glare and yet allow the building to be
naturally aerated

The staircase structure was adapted in a way as to give the whole place a unique shape.



The RCC wall that rises up to 20" in height is one of the components that architects
induced to the educational village to add excitement to the environment.

court, a street side café with the canteen block, a couple of phone booths, a book
kiosk and a graffiti wall, which indeed livens up the campus environment. The
motive behind creating a campus environment within the confines of a building was
to induce students to stay inside the precincts and thus becoming a source of cultural
energy. All this created a kinesthetic experience of walking through spaces, which
indeed is an escape from the orthogonal rigidity. “We hope this design to be an
assertion of the fact that powerful design can affect human psyche and duly
contribute to building a great institution. This significant physical artefact will

challenge future campus architecture. With the commitment expressed by
Vidyalankar Trust, we are confident that the dynamic forged in the original designs
will not be subverted. Ultimately, our clients are the students and the faculty and
only once they populate and embrace the institution as we have imagined would we
be truly successful in the endeavour”, enthuses Kalhan.

FACT FILE
Client: Vidyalankar Dnanapeeth Trust

Architect: Planet 3 Studios Architecture Pyt. Ltd

Design team: Kalhan Mattoo, Santha Gour Mattoo, Jainish Jani, Sawant Kaul
Interior Design: Planet 3 Studios Architecture Pvt. Ltd

Municipal Approvals: John Dantas

Structural designer: S.N. Bhobe & Associates

Project Management Consultancy: S.N. Bhobe & Associates

Civil Contract: Nagarjuna Constructions

Electrical Consultant: Synergy

Services Consultant: Sunil Services

Project Completed: November 2005

Built Area: 1, 65,000 sq ft

Project Cost: 12 Crores
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