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Jali House

India-based Planet 3 Studios Architecture Pvt Ltd
have unveiled a design plan for an urban
destination at Hinjewadi, Pune. Being the rapidly
developing sister city to Bombay with prominent
IT and BPO campuses on its outskirts, the
historical town boasts an extremely young
population demographic and thus calls for a
facility that serves as a 'food court’ for local
professionals and students. The project brief
outlined a structure split over three possible levels
that include specialty restaurants and generic food
courts with multiple offerings.

The most intriguing part of the scheme is the
external cladding over glass structure in beautiful
patterns reminiscent of 'jali' — the intricately
carved screens which evoke the traditional Indian
craftsmanship and luxury of a bygone era
Punctured with large cutouts, this external skin
wraps around the building while maintaining a
requisite distance from the glass facade, and then
carries on to terrace areas to provide partial shade
over outdoor seating. The shape and the
form cast fascinating shadow patterns on the
terrace. The concept aims to minimise
energy consumption in the building by reducing
direct glare

The components of the external ‘jali’ will be
cast in reinforced concrete and anchored to the
building with steel supports. The project’s expected
date of completion is December 2008.
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