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Mumbai, India

X Block

Planet 3 Studios Architecture
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The unique, theme park-like space stimulates the senses of students and instructors, providing a place that

promotes perspective and flexibility in thinking essential to engineers.
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On the campus of an engineering college in Mumbai,
a unique learning facility opened inside a refurbished
industrial building. The designer aimed for a space that is
stimulating for both students and instructors.

Gutted of its core elements, the exposed interior added a
new mezzanine floor supported on an independent steel
structure. Partitions and lightweight interior materials
bend and twist to form displays for student work. Graffiti
strips and lighting, a lotus petal that wraps the learning
center, laminated surfaces of colorful organic patterns,

two trees with a hammock hanging in betweg
fike large leaves, and cellular screens transfof

The design forms and motifs reference nat
graphics reflect its intended use. Staircase
shape of dried wheat shafts rendered in

a conference room with a twist, a gam
entrance, skylights that brighten the
large “café” text that separates the cant
all contribute to the unique atmosphe
Leaf and fabric partitions directly refle
purposes, while the Lotus Center ~this
national symbol of India - represents m
is a seat of learning, hinting that users pertia
certain enlightenment there. '

The designer created a fagade for the buildig
tall grass swaying in the wind. This face|
an outdoor patio that serves as a pa
space and softens the transition betwe .
exterior. Furthermore, it extends the enef)
public space to the exterior realm. .
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: Second floor classroom wall
. View towards seminar hall from second floor classroom corridor

: View past first floor staircase to lotus lab
: View towards first floor classroom from staircase

View of lotus lab from second floor staircase

* Lotus blossom details

: Lotus blossom interior and circular atrium
: View of building

. First floor patio
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DATA
Designers : Kalhan Mattoo, Santha Gour Mattoo, Rashmi Pachgade,

Aditi Gautam, Sunita Sutar, Biswarup Deb Roy, Kanwaldeep Kapoor

Design firm : Planet 3 Studios Architecture

Consultant : Project Management Consultancy

Location (AFTEHL) : Vidyalankar Institute of Technology, Wadala, Mumbai

Total area (FEEIR) : 35,500 5q ft

Construction phase (THB) : 12/2008 - 2/2009 (interior)

Main materials (E#41%4) : Steel, aluminum composite panel,
sleeper wood, wood, MDF, laminate, colored glass, polycarbonate,
sheets, ceramic & vitrified tiles

Photographer : Mrigank Sharma (India Sutra)
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